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April 4, 2006
To the House Appropriations Subcommittee:


Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, Justice Thomas and I appreciate this opportunity to appear before your Committee to address the budget requirements and requests of the Supreme Court for the fiscal year 2007.  We bring you greetings from the Chief Justice and our colleagues at the Court.

We have with us today Sally Rider, Administrative Assistant to the Chief Justice; Pamela Talkin, Marshal of the Court; William Suter, Clerk of the Court; and Connie Phillip, our acting Director of Budget.  


As is customary, the Supreme Court's budget request is in two parts. The first is for Salaries and Expenses of the Court.  The second is for Care of the Building and Grounds.  The Architect of the Capitol, Mr. Alan Hantman, will present a statement to the Subcommittee concerning the request for the Care of the Building and Grounds.
We can report that the modernization of the Court building remains under budget, although it has fallen a bit behind schedule.  The construction managers assure us that we should still finish in 2008, about six months behind our original completion date of May 2008. 

Let me turn to the budget request.  With regard to the Salaries and Expenses portion of the request, our total fiscal year 2007 budget estimate is $63,405,000.  This is an increase of $3,262,000, or 5.4 percent, over our budget authority for the current fiscal year, 2006.


The largest portion of the fiscal year 2007 increase represents base adjustments — that is, required increases in salary and benefit costs and inflationary increases in fixed costs.   Specifically, $2,518,000 of the adjustment represents required increases in salary and benefit costs.  In addition, $354,000 is requested for inflationary increases in fixed costs, such as books for our Library and software licenses.  These inflationary increases to the budget base total $2,872,000. 


In addition, we request $390,000 over and above these base adjustments this year to fund five additional positions.  Three of these positions are in our Office of Data Systems and all three positions are for staff who will manage and protect the Court’s computer systems and networks.   Another position is a contract specialist who will assist with the Court’s procurement responsibilities.  The last position is a staff assistant in the Court’s Public Information Office.  

In addition to explaining the fiscal year 2007 request, we want to express our appreciation to the Chairman and members of the Subcommittee for acting favorably on our 2006 appropriation request, and especially for giving us the funding mechanism that will allow us to plan for and implement technology upgrades on a regular schedule.  The committee approved $2 million in no-year funds for technology so that the staff will be able to plan and to implement the Court’s technology upgrades with more accuracy and assurance, knowing the funding is in place.  The result will be more efficient, well-planned, regular upgrades to our technology.

Before concluding, we want to emphasize that we understand the severe budget constraints faced by the entire federal government.  We know that your Committee must balance the needs of all of the agencies under your jurisdiction and make difficult decisions about where to make cuts.  Before we submit our request to you, we trim back what the Court staff thinks is optimal to what we think is necessary.  The Supreme Court's budget is but a small fraction of the overall budget, and we appreciate your attention to our request.  We also hope that your Committee will work to assure favorable approval of the budget request of the federal judiciary as a whole.  


This concludes a brief summary of our request.  We will be pleased to 

respond to any questions that the Members of the Committee may have.
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